PEDIGREE DYNAMICS

Shot of Thunder Set to Roll

Last start G1 Toorak Handi cap wi nner Shot O Thunder has been retired
to stud at d enlogan Park, Queensland where he will join Show A Heart &
Blu Tusmani (sire of Murphy’s Blu Boy) and fellow Group One w nning

new coners Fal vel on and King O Danes.

A son of Coolnore’s sire Thunder Qulch, Shot of Thunder is a product of

his first Australian crop.

Al though initially based in Western Australia, Shot of Thunder had his
first start in the Maribyrnong Trial Stakes, the first in a series of
trips which made hima fanmiliar traveller on the Nullarbor. He ran

fourth as favourite, having won two trials ‘at hone’ in good style.

After a spell, he won his next two starts in Perth and again presented
hi nsel f on the eastern seaboard for a crack at the bigger noney, his
best effort being fourth in the VATC Sire’'s Produce.

Shot of Thunder continued this ‘shuttle’ and running at the highest
level, didn’'t win a stakes race until his 18'" start when he took out
the WATC Bel nont Guineas. This was the first of a hat trick of w ns,
the third being the Belnont Cl assic, both Listed races. Wth a couple
of let-ups in between, this canpaign also netted a third in the Goup 1
Toorak Handicap, a fifth in the Goup 1 WATC Rail way Stakes and a third
in the Goup 1 WATC Fruit n” Veg Stakes.

Resuming as a five year old in his new Sydney base, this canpaign
netted himsecond placings in the Goup 2 STC Shannon Stakes and the
Goup 3 AJC Tramnay Hcp. Then, starting as 15/4 favourite, Shot of
Thunder saluted in the Group 1 Toorak Handi cap defeating fellow G1
wi nners Sceni ¢ Peak, Unrum and Pernod, an achievenent that sealed his
future as a comercial stallion.

Wth his stud career planned to comrence in the 2003 season, his
connections recently decided to retire himduring his final preparation
after a small injury was to set it back by several weeks.



Fromthe M. Prospector sireline, Shot of Thunder is out of the Goup 1
AJC Caks winning mare My Brilliant Star, a daughter of the N jinsky Il
stal lion Copper Kingdom

My Brilliant Star was one of seven stakes w nners for Copper Ki ngdom
the others being Aunty Mary (G.2 AJC Villiers Stakes and G .3 Hardy
Brothers Classic), Foreign Interest (G .3 BATC Doonben Stakes), Premer
Copper, Hurley Town, Call Me Biddy and Lady Nijinsky.

It is as a broodnare sire, however, that Copper Kingdomis show ng his
real talent. Apart from Shot of Thunder, he is dansire to stakes

wi nners Sudurka, Port Kingdom Hasta La Quista and Celebrity Princess
as well as stakes placegetters which include Hi bernian Prince, Bound to
Play and Casual Bay. He is also second dansire to the recent G oup 2
Wi nner, Private Steer. That's not bad for a stallion with only forty

br oodmar e daughters currently registered with the Australian Stud Book.

His strengths lie in several areas and on exam nation, it is not hard
to see why he’'s working. |In the case of Shot of Thunder, Copper
Kingdom's sire Nijinsky Il has palled up with his old mate Storm Bird,
dansi re of Thunder Qulch. These two have a | ong associ ati on which
would have a ot to do with their ‘conmmonality’, as the Anericans |ike
tocall it. Both are bred on a Northern Dancer / Bull Page cross.
Thunder @ul ch’s daughter Spain (USA Chanpion 3yo Filly) is also bred on
this nick, as is Coolnore’'s nultiple Goup One winning sire, High Yield

and many other top line stakes wi nners.

They can't take all the credit for Shot of Thunder however, as there is
sone clever line breeding in other quadrants of the pedigree. Gulch
carries Rasper Il, a son of Red Sunset. He nmeets up with his half sister
Crepuscule in My Brilliant Star’s danmis pedigree — she is the dam of
Crepello, sire of Aussie-based stallion, Crepone (third dansire of Shot
of Thunder). Further back, Bull Page’'s grandsire Bull Dog appears four
times in Shot of Thunder’s pedigree, backed up by seven appearances of
his brother Sir Gallahad I11.

Getting back to Copper Kingdom it is his affinity with Danzig that is
of interest when looking for mates for Shot of Thunder. The reasons why
this cross has al ready produced stakes wi nners Hasta La Quista (by

I gnatius), Sudurka (by Perugino) and Private Steer (by Danehill Dancer)



as well as stakes placed Mahkota (by Danehill) fromvery few conmmerci al
daughters, is readily expl ai ned.

Firstly, Danzig is bred on a Northern Dancer / Admiral’s Voyage cross,
whi ch Copper Ki ngdom perfectly mrrors.

Secondly, they share a comon tail fenmale line.

Several years back now |l wote an article on the relationship between
Danzi g, Bletchingly and Rockefella (it is on my website). Al trace to
LADY SUSAN (7) and to-date the conbination of any two of these has been
responsi bl e for several stars world-w de, including Kingston Town,

Er haab, Danehill Dancer, Johan Cruyff, Telesto, Redoute’s Choice and
Sunline, as well as many, nmany other stakes wi nners. Copper Ki ngdom
also hails fromthis line, however he descends from a branch which

di verges at an earlier point, the foundation mare G BSI DE FAI RY.

Suffice to say, the presence of Copper Kingdomin Shot of Thunder’'s
pedigree will prove the perfect exploitation for the proliferation of
Danzig line mares hungry for an outcross. It doesn’t hurt that Shot of
Thunder’'s sireline also | oves Danzig or that Thunder Gulch’s dansire
StormBird has also worked well with Danzig (ie Mijahid, Yell).

Bring on the Danzig Grls!



